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Dear WĀV Applicant:
Thank you for your interest in our Working Artists Ventura (WĀV) community, a sustainable arts
community located in the Cultural District of downtown Ventura, California. WĀV was created by
PLACE and the Ventura community to provide affordable living and working space for artists and their
families. WĀV offers affordable live/work suites for more than a hundred artists of every kind: painters,
sculptors, dancers, poets, musicians, filmmakers and more. WĀV has been built to the highest
environmental standards (LEEDTM certified).
We are very pleased to send to you the attached application for the WĀV Waiting Pool. WĀV maintains a
pool of artist and non-artist households waiting for the next available live/work suite. Periodically, there
are openings at WĀV. When this occurs, new members of the WĀV community will be selected first from
the Artist Waiting Pool.
Please complete the attached application and send the original by U.S. mail via first class to the WĀV
Management Office, 175 South Ventura Avenue, Ventura, California 93001.
Note: We cannot accept digital, faxed, or hand-delivered applications, or those delivered by courier services including FedEx or
DHL.
As an artist applicant, you must include:
1. A completed application
2. A one-page statement about why you wish to live and
participate at the WĀV
3. An artist résumé describing your art experience and/or art
education, and your performance and exhibit background
4. Three written letters of reference (not more than one page
each) from people who know your work. (These do not have
to be professors or art professionals but should be from
people who have seen your work and know a little bit about
your art experience and background.)
Once we receive your application, the WAV Management
Office will review and verify that the application is complete.
Only complete applications will be forwarded to PLACE. We
will then refer it to the Artist Selection Committee (ASC). The
ASC will contact you to set up an interview with you and your
household, at which time you can present your work and
discuss your interest in the community.

PLACE meets and exceeds the
Equal Housing Opportunity
Act: We comply with and celebrate
all local, state and federal laws that
limit discrimination in housing on
the basis of race, creed, age, color,
national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, political affiliation, bad
attitude, disability, belief system, or
marital or familial status, or on the
basis of source of income, AIDS or
AIDS-related condition.

The ASC process will result in a numerical evaluation from the
committee members which will help determine when you are
offered a unit from the Artist Waiting List.
PLACE is a nonprofit with a mission to create places that foster a sustainable, just, and inspiring world.

The Artist Evaluation Process
The WĀV community offers fifty-three live/work suites that received special arts funding and were designed to
meet the needs of artists. There is a preference in these units for artists over non-artist households. The artist
evaluation process was created together with the people of Ventura and is administered consistently to each
applicant by a trained panel of no fewer than four members. The process is designed to be fair and to comply with
all local, state and federal fair housing laws, including the requirements of HUD Handbook 4350.3, and
California’s UNRUH provisions.

When we receive notice of an appropriate unit opening at the WĀV, you will be contacted to determine
your interest. If you are interested in the unit, your application will be reviewed by the John Stewart
Management Company (JSCo) to determine basic eligibility, including household income, credit history,
rental history and criminal background check. Once basic eligibility is determined, you will be offered the
available unit. If you do not accept the available unit, you will remain on the Artist Waiting List until the
next appropriate unit becomes available.
Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of the WĀV community.
Sincerely,

Chris Velasco
President

